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terred by the loss of a large part of his transport, which had been
captured by De Wet on the Riet river. For several days the troops
were reduced to half-rations, but the Boers were demoralized and
their resistance was feeble, and Bloemfontein was reached on March 14.
The army was exhausted, and a pause was necessary to enable it
to recuperate and to make good and rearrange its transport, which
now had a continuous line of rail to carry it. In the interval the
Boers had some minor successes, and De Wet succeeded in ambushing
a mounted brigade at Sannah's Post on the outskirts of Bloemfontein
itself. There was also a rebellion in Cape Colony and a force had
to be detached to suppress it. But by the beginning of May, Roberts
was on the march again and making for Johannesburg. As he went
he detached a flying column which, with the aid of Rhodesian troops
from the north, relieved Mafeking to the great delight of the home
public, which had watched its gallant and cheerful defence under
Colonel Baden-Powell with equal sympathy and anxiety. The
exuberant celebrations of this event by the London crowd gave a
word to the language which was little in keeping with the manly
and modest character of its defender (May 17). Roberts, in the
meantime, had crossed the Sand River and entered Kropnstadt: and
having proclaimed the annexation of the Orange Free State, pushed
forward to Johannesburg,, which he reached on May 28. A week
later (June 5) he was in Pretoria, from whicji President Kruger had
fled, taking with him the archives and an unknown quantity of
" Boer gold/' During the next few weeks the Boers made spirited
attacks on the British lines of communication, especially between the
Vaal and Bloemfontein, and De Wet showed his.capacity for clever
raids and timely escapes. In August, Roberts started to clear the
Transvaal up to the Portuguese frontier, and threatening Komati
Poort compelled Kruger to take refuge at Louren^o Marques whence
he sailed to Europe on a Dutch man-of-war. Buller was now in a
position to bring his army up from Natal, and the two forces together
drove the Boers before them and occupied Komati Poort by the
end of October. A month later (Oct. 25), the Transvaal was declared
to be formally annexed to the British Empire.